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DELL COTTAGE 

DAY NURSERY 

A place to play, learn, discover & grow 

 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Commitments Policy 
 

 

As of September 2008, Dell Cottage is committed to implementing the Early Years 
Foundation Sage (EYFS) within the setting. This framework is in place to give parents 
encouragement and enable them to understand their child will be in a provision that helps 
their child to stay safe and that will help them thrive until they leave to go to school. This 
framework is updated annually and the following information aims to help explain how the 
framework will help to support your child’s learning 

 

The four themes and principles of the EYFS underpin all the guidance:- 

 

➢ A Unique Child 
o Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can 

be resilient, capable and confident and self-assured 
 
➢ Positive Relationships 

o Children learn to be strong and independent and secure 
through positive relationships 

 
➢ Enabling Environments 

o Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in 
which their experiences respond to their individual needs and 
there is a strong partnership between practitioners and 
parents and carers. 

 
=  Learning and Development 

o Children develop and learn in different ways. The framework 
covers the education and care of all children in early years 
provision, including those with special educational needs.  

 

 

Practitioners at Dell Cottage must consider children’s individual needs, interests and stages 
of development and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for 
each child in all areas of learning. Each area of learning must be implemented through 
planned purposeful play and through a mix of adult led and child initiated activities. 
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The areas of learning and development are as follows: 

 

The prime areas: 
 

➢ Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
➢ Communication and Language Development 
➢ Physical Development 

 
The specific areas: 
 
➢ Literacy 
➢ Mathematics 
➢ Understanding the World 
➢ Expressive Arts and Design 

 

The prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning and for building their capability to learn, form relationships and thrive. The 
specific areas are to be implemented to help strengthen and apply the prime areas. 

 

Dell Cottage is committed to laying a secure foundation for future learning through learning 
and development that is planned around the individual needs and interests of the children in 
its care which are informed by the use of on-going observational assessment. 

 

Our observation system is in place to help us record the ways in which a child engages with 
other people and their environment. The characteristics of effective learning help us to 
observe and to support the child in becoming an effective and motivated learner. 

  

Playing and Exploring 

Engagement  
  

Active Learning 

Motivation 

Creating and Thinking 

Critically 

Thinking  
 

• Finding out and exploring 

• Playing with what they know 

• Being willing to ‘have a go’ 
 

• Being involved and 

concentrating 

• Keeping on trying 

• Enjoying and achieving what 

they set out to do 

 

• Having their own ideas 

• Making links 

• Choosing ways to do things 
 

 
 

The children at Dell Cottage receive a progress form each term to help you see how your 

child is developing during their time at Dell Cottage. This will be a short summary of their 

abilities now and where the next steps will take them. At Two years the setting is required 

by law to undertake a check on your child which will provide a short summary of your child’s 

achievements and areas where extra support may be needed and describe how we will 

address any issues. We will pass any progress checks onto yourselves as parents and any 

other settings or professionals who the child is involved with. 


